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1. The UK’s framework for decarbonisation
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A robust legal and institutional framework
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That takes into account the costs and benefits of a 

shift to a clean economy
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2. The Green Book: the UK’s framework for policy 

appraisal and evaluation
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The Green Book
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• The Green Book is a flexible tool that 

can account for the costs and benefits 

of all policies – adaptation and 

mitigation

• Pioneering in its incorporation of 

environmental impacts

• Allows us to meet set objectives most 

cost effectively



Used to inform impact assessments
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And includes a (‘target consistent’) price on carbon
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3. Putting theory into practice
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Embedding good practice across government
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All business cases need to be green 
book compliant

Assessment of climate impacts when 
setting budgets

Regular scrutiny by parliamentary 
committees, National Audit Office etc.



Five 
case 

model 

Strategic case

Economic 
case

Financial 
case

Management 
case

Commercial 
case

The five case model
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Do CBAs give the ‘right’ answer?
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Good value for money?



Conclusions on the UK framework
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1
Combines clarity in its objectives with 

flexibility of implementation

2
The Green Book is about informed policy 

making, rather than political choices

3
Informs rather than dictates policy
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